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Palestinian Medical Journals: past, present and future. 

Haitham Idriss*. 
Annals of Alquds Medicine and Eastern Mediterranean Association for Medical Editors (EMAME).  

 

Annals of Alquds Medicine- AQM (www.annalqudsmed.com ) was not the first Palestinian  

medical journal to be published.  According to Dr. Amer Al-Jawabreh, head of the 

Leishmaniases Research Unit at Al-Quds Nutrition and Health Research Institute in Palestine, 

a Palestinian physician, Dr. Tawfic Canaan, started a Palestinian medical journal  in Palestine 

back in 1944 that was published until 1949. The journal of the Palestinian-Arab Medical 

Association (JPAMA) has 54 article listed in Medline, only one article listed for 1948 and 

none for 1949 (1). Dr. Canaan, who apparently was interested in Parasitology and published 

articles in the German language, published five listed articles in 1951 in JPAMA and one 

listed article published in Le Journal Medical Libanais (Lebanese Medical Journal) on 

intestinal parasites in Palestine (2). Palestinian medical journalism went through quiescent 

period until recently when other journals appeared.  

 

The World Health Organisation lists two Palestinian Medical Journals other than AQM (3). 

Al-Quds Medical Journal was edited by the late Dr. Darwish M. Nazzal of the Medical 

Association-Jerusalem and has been inactive for the past ten years. It is expected that the 

journal will be re-published this year (Dr. Amer Al-Jawarbeh, personal communication). The 

Palestinian Medical Journal was started in 2005 by the Palestinian Ministry of Health, but 

stopped after the third issue (4). AnNajah University in Nablus recently started a medical 

journal, AnNajah University Journal for Research (Medicine and Health Sciences), which is 

in its first issue (5). Annals of Alquds Medicine seems to be one of two currently active 

Palestinian medical journals, which shows the underrepresentation the Palestinian people 

have in this domain. The journal currently publishes once annually and is in its seventh issue. 

 

Scientific and medical research in Palestine is scarce, just like in the rest of the Arab and 

Moslem world. According to Dr. Ghazi Tadmouri, one of the earliest medical records for 

Palestine in PubMed dates back to the year 1902 (6). Quantitatively, Palestine produces far 

less than 0.5% of the total biomedical citations output in the Arab World (7). However, there 

is great potential and there are many Palestinians and Arabs at the fore front of research in 

other countries of the world. Nature Middle East (8) is an indication that Arabs and Moslems 

are part of contemporary science and are following the steps of their ancestors (9), as much as 

the political climate permits (10)!  Palestinians are no exception! I would like to see more 

journals published in the fields of science, technology and medicine that live up to Palestine’s 

expectations, God willing. 
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