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Why Annals of Al-Quds  Medicine? 
 

In the past twenty years, most �Palestinian 
universities, both in West-Bank and Gaza 
strip, started medical educational programs 
in the field of medical technology, nursing, 
pharmacy and recently medicine. These 
programs became important Palestinian 
research centers that successfully recruited 
many highly qualified Palestinians in the 
basic and clinical sciences. In parallel, the 
establishment of the PNA in the early 90s, to 
administer parts of historical Palestine 
shaped the medical services, education and 
research in Palestine such that the 
Palestinian unique national identity became 
more apparent. This is of great importance 
for the long struggle for independence to 
end the occupation and to strengthen the 
bridges between Palestine and its Arabic and 
Islamic heritage. No medical peer reviewed 
journals are issued in Palestine and many 
Palestinian researchers have to publish their 
original medical research and ideas in 
regional or international peer-reviewed 
medical journals. The Annals of Alquds 
Medicine(AQM) (��������	
��������) came in 
the middle of all of this as the first 
Palestinian peer reviewed medical journal. 
This is a major step forward in the 
advancement of Palestinian medical research 
and education that should eventually help 
shape the Palestinian research personality. 

Another major goal of AQM is to voice 
opinions of academics and professionals 
regarding health issues and to allow the 
PNA the opportunity to participate these 
issues. To achieve these goals, AQM will be 
issued bi-annually with articles written in 
either Arabic or English. The editorial board 
for AQM consists of scientists from several 
Islamic countries in addition to Palestinians 
from both inside and outside Palestine. The 
wide diversity of the editorial board was 
meant to also build and strengthen medical 
research bridges between Palestine and the 
Islamic world. Annals of Alquds Medicine is 
also affiliated with An-Najah national 
University and electronically available 
through An-Najah University’s web site. 
This is also of great importance in order to 
support medical and educational 
establishments in Palestine.�In its first issue 
that is expected to be out in June 2005, 
AQM contains a broad spectrum of medical 
articles authored by Palestinians as well as 
other Arab and international scientists. The 
contribution of Muslim and Arab scientists 
to AQM should be of great importance to 
Palestinian researchers who are looking 
forward to sharing and communicating 
research ideas and knowledge with their 
Arab and Muslim counterparts such that to 
revive the country’s scholarly heritage.
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